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St. Paul for projects that St. Peters-
burg doesn’t benefit from, and St. Paul 
doesn’t deem worthy enough to spend 
its own money on. 

Finally, it is said that earmarks can 
‘‘grease’’ legislation by buying off the 
votes of individual Members. Add a few 
local projects for that Member, and 
suddenly a bill he would never vote for 
on its merits becomes a local impera-
tive overriding his sound judgment. 
But explain to me, how is that a good 
thing? 

Our new majority needs to make a 
dramatic, concrete, and credible state-
ment that business as usual in Wash-
ington is over. Is there a more powerful 
statement we can make than to swear 
off this wasteful and corrupting prac-
tice of congressional earmarking? 

f 

AMERICA, WE HAVE LIFT OFF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. SOTO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SOTO. America, we have lift off. 
In a surge of fire, thunder, and smoke, 
Artemis I lit the early morning sky 
and was launched into the cosmos. At 9 
million pounds of thrust, Artemis I is 
the most powerful rocket ever 
launched from the Earth. I was hon-
ored to see this historic flight first-
hand early yesterday morning. 

Now, after 50 years, America takes 
its first major step toward going back 
to the Moon; and we are bringing our 
many international partners with us, 
including the EU, Japan, Canada, and 
other allies. 

In Central Florida, we locals beam 
with pride that Artemis launched from 
the storied 39B pad from Cape Canav-
eral. 

This first mission was a long time in 
the making. The Orion spacecraft 
began to be developed during the Con-
stellation program from 2005–2010. 

In 2017, I was proud to vote formally 
to establish the Artemis program. Over 
the next 5 years, America got to work, 
including every State. Many Central 
Floridians helped build or assemble the 
Orion capsule, the Space Launch Sys-
tem, the crawler transporter, and other 
components. 

During that 5-year period, NASA and 
SpaceX also kept busy on another key 
project, launching the Crew Dragon 
spacecraft. On May 30, 2020, I saw, first-
hand, Astronauts Bob and Doug launch 
in the Spacecraft Endeavour and dock 
at the International Space Station. 
This was the first crewed launch from 
American soil in 9 years. 

Since then, we have seen multiple 
SpaceX and Blue Origin crewed flights. 
Travel in low Earth orbit to and from 
ISS is now a regular occurrence in Cen-
tral Florida. 

With these flights well in hand, 
NASA turned its efforts toward deep 
space exploration once again. As the 
most powerful rocket ever to fly from 
the Earth, we knew the first Artemis 
launch would never be easy. But Amer-
ica never gives up. 

It turned out that, after two scrubbed 
launches, the third time was the 
charm. As I stand here this morning, 
the Orion spacecraft just had its next 
burn to set it on a course for a lunar 
flyby. The closest approach to the 
Moon will be on November 21, before 
entering a distant retrograde orbit 
around the moon on November 25. It 
will roughly travel 1.3 million miles, 
farther than any other crew-designed 
spacecraft that has ever traveled. 

It is a test flight, of course, so we 
will push Orion’s capabilities to the 
maximum to ensure it is safe for future 
astronauts. Then Orion will return to 
the Earth in about 251⁄2 days. After 
that, NASA will construct extensive 
evaluations of the returning Orion cap-
sule. 

From there, the future of crewed 
lunar spaceflight will begin to accel-
erate. In 2024, Artemis II will be the 
first crewed launch around the Moon in 
a new craft. In 2025, Artemis III crew 
will have the first woman and next 
man land on the Moon. And in 2027, 
Artemis IV will dock with the Lunar 
Gateway Space Station and begin our 
permanent presence on the Moon. 

We will seek to discover water, learn 
from the harsh lunar environment, and 
advance new technologies. By the 2030s, 
these experiences and innovations will 
help us prepare to go to Mars and be-
yond. 

For today, let us take a moment to 
appreciate and thank the tremendous 
accomplishments of Administrator Bill 
Nelson and the amazing people at 
NASA. Yesterday was a critical mile-
stone in our country’s space history. 
This is a first major step for America 
to go back to the Moon, and then on to 
Mars and beyond. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JASON MAREE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the service of Jason Maree of 
Northern Cambria, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Maree had his Pass in Review for 
the United States Navy, an important 
step in passing basic training and be-
coming a sailor. 

To his family and those who know 
him well, Jason is a driven and dedi-
cated person. When he graduated from 
Northern Cambria High School this 
spring, he knew military service was 
the best avenue for his life. 

Coming from a family where his 
mother is retired from the Army, and 
his grandfather served in the Marine 
Corps, Jason naturally felt a call to 
serve after high school. 

Prior to serving in the United States 
Navy, Jason was an active member of 
his community and served on the 
Northern Cambria Volunteer Recre-
ation Board. 

We are thankful, both as a commu-
nity, and as a Nation, for Jason Maree 

and for all those who are serving in our 
military. 

Congratulations on becoming a sailor 
in the United States Navy, Jason. 

CONGRATULATING AMY SHIELDS 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Amy Shields of the Alle-
gheny Hardwood Utilization Group, or 
AHUG, on being named to the Pennsyl-
vania top 100 in agriculture list. 

The hardwood forest products indus-
try represents a major part of Penn-
sylvania’s economy. Pennsylvania’s Al-
legheny Plateau region alone produces 
80 percent of the cherry hardwood sup-
ply of the entire world. 

This is a critical ingredient for pro-
ducing furniture and home goods for 
customers at home and abroad. This in-
dustry is fortunate to have their inter-
ests represented by Amy Shields, who 
is the current Executive Director of 
AHUG and the voice of the timber in-
dustry in Pennsylvania. 

Ms. Shields is a longtime veteran of 
the timber industry and has been a 
tireless advocate for business across 14 
counties in Northern Pennsylvania. 

Because of her efforts, loggers, saw-
mills, and hardwood manufacturers can 
continue to provide the highest-quality 
forest products to the world. 

Congratulations, Amy, on this great 
accomplishment. 

CONGRATULATING THE PENNSYLVANIA 4–H 
DAIRY JUDGING TEAM 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Pennsylvania 4–H Dairy 
Judging Team on their top honors at 
the 100th National 4–H Dairy Cattle 
Judging Contest at the World Dairy 
Expo. 

In October, the Pennsylvania team 
traveled to Madison, Wisconsin, to 
compete in the dairy cattle judging 
contest. The Pennsylvania team was 
made up of four members, with Ellie 
Curtis of Warren County representing 
the Pennsylvania 15th Congressional 
District. 

Their hard work paid off. Ellie Curtis 
placed fourth overall with the Ayr-
shires. As a team, Pennsylvania was 
first for overall placing for Jerseys. 
They ranked second in oral reasons, 
Brown Swiss and Guernseys, third for 
Ayrshires, and fifth for Holsteins. 

As a result of their victory, the team 
has qualified to represent the United 
States this summer at the Inter-
national Dairy Judging Contest in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 

Congratulations to Ellie and the en-
tire Pennsylvania 4–H Dairy Judging 
Team. 

CONGRATULATING THE INDIANA COUNTY 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Indiana County Con-
servation District on their 75th anni-
versary celebration. 

Since 1947, the Indiana County Con-
servation District, or ICCD, has been 
protecting the natural resources of In-
diana County and working to improve 
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the quality of life for current and fu-
ture generations. 

The ICCD and its dedicated employ-
ees and volunteers use education, tech-
nical assistance, and partnerships with 
local businesses to work toward a pros-
perous sustainable future. 

Today, the ICCD implements a wide 
variety of projects dealing with agri-
cultural land preservation, environ-
mental education, and wildlife manage-
ment. All these efforts have helped to 
teach the importance of conservation 
to residents of all ages in Indiana 
County. 

The ICCD formally celebrated their 
75th anniversary on October 7 with an 
open house at their headquarters in In-
diana, Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in 
congratulating the Indiana County 
Conservation District on 75 years of 
protecting the environment and ensur-
ing that Indiana County continues to 
be a great place to live. 

f 

b 1015 

HONORING TRANSGENDER 
AWARENESS WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Virginia (Ms. WEXTON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Transgender Aware-
ness Week. 

Each and every day, our trans friends 
and neighbors fight to make their 
voices heard, to demand their basic 
human rights, and to live free from in-
creasing dehumanizing and hateful at-
tacks. Their spirit and fight deserve to 
be celebrated this week and every 
week. 

Madam Speaker, we stand with the 
trans community and join their fight 
to live openly and authentically with-
out fear of discrimination. We also 
must not ignore the horrific violence 
targeting the trans community. 

Sunday marks Transgender Day of 
Remembrance as we honor the at least 
32 transgender or gender-noncon-
forming Americans who have been 
killed this year and commit to doing 
all in our power to end this bigoted vio-
lence. 

As co-chair of the LGBTQ+ Equality 
Caucus’ Transgender Equality Task 
Force, I will never stop working to up-
lift the voices and visibility of trans 
Americans and shine the light on injus-
tices this community faces. 

To my friends in the trans commu-
nity, I want to let you know that you 
are seen, you are heard, and you have 
allies here in Congress. 

f 

REOPEN THE CAPITOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, 
today, I am here to talk about reopen-
ing the very building in which we 
stand, the United States Capitol. 

It has been 21⁄2 years since Speaker 
PELOSI closed the people’s House and 
told Americans it was part of our 
united effort to stop COVID–19. Over 
the last year, we have seen a sharp de-
cline in hospitalizations and deaths 
from COVID. In fact, just 2 months 
ago, President Biden even declared the 
pandemic was over. Yet, certain proto-
cols remain from the height of the pan-
demic. 

Today, when constituents come to 
visit my office, they need to be person-
ally escorted around by staff. They 
have to be a small group. They can’t go 
to the House gallery to watch votes 
take place, and my staff is only al-
lowed to give a tour once a week. 

If the Speaker is really trying to pre-
vent the spread of COVID, why is she 
forcing people to gather in large 
crowds around security checkpoints? 

This is the people’s House, yet we 
continue to deny access to the people, 
the very people who elected us to serve 
them, the very people whose taxes fund 
our operations. 

Because of these regulations, I have 
had to turn several of my constituents 
away. Not only do these regulations 
make it difficult to welcome every 
group into my office, but it also affects 
the function of all House offices. 

I have multiple visitors a day, and 
each time they come in, I have to send 
one of my staffers to find that visitor 
in a crowd of people, wait in a long se-
curity line, and then escort them 
through the House office buildings. It 
is inefficient and takes staff away from 
the valuable work they should be doing 
on behalf of the people of Arkansas. 

To top it all off, none of this makes 
any sense. Why does one of my staffers 
need to escort someone who has al-
ready been cleared by security into the 
building? How does this protect against 
COVID–19? What is so dangerous about 
allowing visitors the ability to watch 
their government function? How can 
we claim to be a transparent govern-
ment when we prohibit access to their 
elected officials? 

It is far past time to truly open up 
the Capitol to the people and restore 
its operation to prepandemic times. We 
cannot afford to keep distance between 
the American people and their elected 
Representatives. 

These regulations prevent constitu-
ents from freely visiting their Rep-
resentatives and hinder productivity in 
our offices, and none of it makes us 
any safer. 

The people are an important part of 
the legislative process. In fact, they 
are the reason for it. Madam Speaker, 
they should be welcomed here. 

f 

INVESTING IN ZERO-EMISSION 
SHIPPING TECHNOLOGIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BARRAGÁN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Madam Speaker, it 
was an honor to join Speaker PELOSI 

with the congressional delegation to 
Egypt to the United Nations’ annual 
climate conference, COP27. 

Our bottom-line message to world 
leaders: America is all in to fight the 
climate crisis. We stand with our glob-
al partners to reduce emissions, go 
green, and meet our goals under the 
Paris climate agreement. 

Shipping emissions is one of the larg-
est emitters of greenhouse gases in the 
world. Congress has acted with the In-
flation Reduction Act. Record climate 
investments are included in the IRA to 
accelerate our transition to a clean en-
ergy future. That includes a $3 billion 
investment from my bill, the Climate 
Smart Ports Act, to reduce emissions 
from ports across the country. 

As someone who represents the Port 
of Los Angeles, I know firsthand the 
work we must do to go zero emissions 
and commit with other countries to re-
duce shipping emissions through the 
Green Shipping Challenge. 

To get there at the speed and scale 
necessary, it is critical that Congress 
invest in zero-emission shipping tech-
nologies and provide the EPA with the 
resources to regulate emissions from 
ships. 

Working together, we can exceed our 
2030 emissions reduction target and 
take collective action to save our plan-
et. 
RECOGNIZING NATIONAL ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

AWARENESS MONTH 
Ms. BARRAGÁN. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today in recognition of National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. 
During this month, we honor the mil-
lions of Americans living with Alz-
heimer’s, including my mom, along 
with selfless family members and care-
givers. 

The nearly 6 million people with Alz-
heimer’s are our sisters, our brothers, 
our parents, our grandparents, our 
neighbors, and our fellow Americans. 

This epidemic will only continue to 
grow. In the next 30 years, the number 
of Americans with Alzheimer’s is ex-
pected to reach nearly 14 million. 

Fortunately, we are at an inflection 
point in scientific progress where life- 
changing treatments may become 
available, but they also need to be af-
fordable, and we need to continue to in-
vest in research. 

That is why I am introducing a bill 
this month to improve access to new, 
innovative Alzheimer’s treatments 
that become available. I will continue 
to work with CMS to ensure all drugs 
receive fair and accurate consideration 
for Medicare coverage. 

Our fight against this heartbreaking 
disease is nowhere near done. 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL FAMILY CAREGIVERS 
MONTH 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of National 
Family Caregivers Month. Today, more 
than one in five Americans provide 
care to someone with health or func-
tional needs. 

Caregivers are the backbone of our 
families and communities. They are 
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